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Tell the American People theTruth;
They Cannot tight In the Dark.
The demand mmlo this week In

tlio Senate for the truth about our
regress in military preparation was

nn echo of the thought that tills the
mlnil of every sane and loyal Ameri-

can. It registered the revolt that
In In progress against the policy of
secrecy that has been deliberately fol-

lowed by the Executive department.
It Indexed the popular' longing i'or
the truth concerning what has been
done' to arm us for our struggle, and
if It Is not heeded now it will lie
repeated until It accomplishes Its
object. That object Is to provide for
us a stable platform of understand-
ing from which we shall bo able to
exercise our whole .power and de-

velop all our national resources for
waging war.

Two theories of administration are
in conflict In this country nt the pro-rn- t

moment. One of them, to which
the Executive department has ad-

hered since war assumes that
the public can be kept In good spirits,
that popular enthusiasm can be main-

tained at a satisfactory stage, only
by the suppression of discouraging
information and the concealment of
failures. The supporters of this the- -

ory belleo that the American people
nre not prepared for bad news, f..r
the disclosure of shortcomings and
miscalculations, and thnt confession
of the miscarries of elaborate de-

signs under pressure of actual per-

formance will produce depression seri-
ously Impairing national morale.

The other theory Is based on n
more rational conception of Amerl-- ,

cau character. It treats the citizens
of this country as creatures possessed
of Intclllgein'c Milliclently acute to
vtnru them that paper plans are lia-

ble to derangement In execution, and
to arm them against despair when the
circumstances Jusflfy only a moder-
ate degree of disappointment. Thh
conception of the American character
regards it a.-- strong enough to liear
bad lieu.--, and solid enough not lo
nh.imlon hope when an expedient in
which ronlldemv has been placed and

Initio li.lu linAn hnififl f.tllu
to produce the desired results In
execution.

The first of those, theories would
surround the public with a painted
screVn of and fill tho
minds of the people with the false
belief that u race of superadmlnls-trator- s

following a superprogrnmruo
had attained the hitherto unachieved
result of jierfecilon In all their un
dertakings. It would deceive us about
what has been done and what can be
done by tel lug us what was planned ;

and it would lr-,- us to bel.eve that
' '
fllineut with iiit hitch, delay or In
terruptioti.

The second theory would Inform us
of the ambitious entertained by the
administrators of our affairs, and
would thereafter Instruct us, as con-

ditions warranted their disclosure, not
only on the s but on the fail-
ures encountered In tho effort to ful-

fil I hem. It would neither exalt nor
, depress u unduly, but would frankly

reveal the exact situation In which
we were placed, and leave to our own
'sober Judgment the facts and only

' the facts for our guidance.
We hae no hesitation In choosing

the theory which In our opinion is
more likely to effect good results In
America.

Wc reject iho contention that tho
American people ,ire not competent
Intellectually nnd splritunlly to look
the t mill squarely In the face without
ns of e and Impairment of
their determination to do their whole
duty. They do not want to live In a
fool's paradise of falsehood; and they
cannot long combine to live In a

dream.
Give th American people the truth.

They are strong enough to bear It.
resourceful enough nnd vigorous
enough to sustain any trick bad for-
tune may Impose on them.

A factor that appears to have been
overlooked in Washington Is the trc
mentions waste of energy consequent
on popular misconception of our sit-
uation. If the belief Is widely held
thai nil goes well, It Is Inevitable
that Individuals and associations of
individuals will feci and thev will

bo entirely Justified In so feeling'
that the contributions they are mak-
ing to thn national endeavor are ade-
quate. They will maintain tho same
gait, without attempting to acceler-
ate It. If their belief Is unfounded,
the nation loses the benefit of tho

force that might and would be
put Into tho efforts of tho Individuals
composing It Kncrgy that' should bo
directed toward tho correction of
abuses Is dissipated In nonessential
nctlvltles; It Is devoted to triviali-
ties and consumed uselessly, while the
ItiiprratUe requirements of tho com-

munity arc Ignored because they arc
the closely guarded secrets of a few,
and not tho business of tho many.
The unmeasured potential Instrumen-
talities of betterment nro unused, and
adverso conditions that might be
easily remedied as they arlso become
more difficult of treatment as they
remain uncorrected.

In nil America there Is not n sane
and thoughtful man or woman who
believed on April 0, 1M7, or has be-

lieved nt nny time since that mo-

mentous date, thnt our proceedings In
this war would be unniarred by mis-
calculation, error of Judgment, tlo
refractoriness of materials or tho
blunders of humnn beings. Tho calm-1ic- s

of demeanor thnt has been not-
ably characteristic of our people
throughout the last twelve months
has been directly attributable to
tlkir recognition of the grave dangers
that menaced tho consummation of
their hopes. Men and women who
have borne themselves with such re-

straint are not to bo dnshed Into un-

reasonable despondeucy by the dis-
covery of shortcomings which they
hnve schooled themselves to fook for
In the course of the war.

To these men and women they are
the nation the truth should be told,
subject only to tho reservations Im-
posed on free speaking by the exigen-
cies of the country's military needs.
Their spirit Is in their own keeping,
and will not break. Their purpose Is
too well defined and too dearly held
to be debnsed by untoward Incidents
encountered in Its pursuit. They can
adjust themselves lo the truth mid
overcome the handicaps It puts upon,,,,,,. The only danger that seriously
...renteus mom is tho fatal ovcrcon
fidence bred by Ignofanre and mis-
information, nnd from this they can
nnd should be rescued by their spokes-
men In the national Legislature.

Foreign Dpi orations for American
Soldiers and Sailors.

If .Senator CiiAMnKRLAiVs resolu-
tion ghing the con-e- nt of "ongress
for the acceptance of decorations from
forelpi fiovernnients by our soldiers
and sailors Is adopted, the men on
whom the French Government has
conferred Insignia of distinction will
be able to wear ihem on their uni
forms, nnd the TSrltNh Covemment
wih ,,ot be lolked in Its desire to ro--

n.,r,i in ,llis fns,on mier of
sailors who hae conducted them-
selves meritoriously. The resolution
l made necessary by the section of the
Constitution which provides that:

"Xo title of nobility shall be granted
by the United States: and no person
holding any otllce of profit or trust un
Jer llK.m Bhall villt)M ,lc eoMeM of
the Congrcs. accept any present, eniolu-- I

mcnt, office, or title, of any kind what
ever, from any U.ntc, prince, or foreign
Sl.ilc.

Congress has refused on numerous
occasions to give the consent required
for the acceptance of presents by
naval, ariny, nnd diplomatic ouVers,
Inn iho clrcnmstances of the present
war nie unprecedented, and the pas-o- f

the Chamberlain resolution l.s
urged not only by the War Depart-
ment, but by General I'msiiiNri. who

f,0"" tw l1"" "ln (1J'"""i
our men are now Is

of taidleieut consequence to make lta
romoMil desirable.

Should Congress grant Its permis-
sion the men fortunate enough to win
decorations for distinguished conduct
will be permitted to wear tho devices
on their uniforms, and wc assume
that units on which these honors are
conferred will display them on their
colors. Such tokens of honorable and
wmml ,,c,wvir are of the highest

imilortnlK.(. ln stm,ulalli,g men to Iho',, , 10 ll(M moment. nf lolr
and their alue to military orsnnlza
tions is Indicated by the affection In
which men nnd o dicers now In the
service hold the marks of valor and
devotedness won by their predecessors
In historic organizations.

Tho democracy of our institutions
Is not threatened by this resolution,
which would do no more than put our
lighting men on tl)p same footing in
this matter with their associates in
the British and French armies and
navies.

Ittirusldes Arc a SjMcm.
it is a pleasure to assist this Cana-

dian reader out of the etymological
morass In which ho thus confesses
himself to be:

"To Till! KPiTon ok Tiik fivN Sir; Will
: on k.ndly Inform mv through thn

of your paper tho correct way of
"kPrf!"lnB "'do whiskers? .Should It ho
'Hurtwldea' or 'sideburns-,- ' and how did
thu word orlBlr.atu?

"Warner Ali.en IIiooinb.
"Topokto, Ontario, March 17."

If the correspondent really has In
mlnil mere side whiskers we ndvlse
him to lss "buriislde" ami "side,
burn" from his mind. Side whiskers,
which Ihe Standard Dictionary so
deftly defines as "whiskers that grow
on the side of the face," are things
apart, so to speak, from hurnsldc and
sldeUurn. Sido whiskers may bo mut-
ton chops or sideboards. Somo afe
called earlocks by harbors, but this
Is fulfo usage.

Our purpose, however, Is to answer
Mr. lliooi.NH so that he shall know
Jiivt what he ' wants to know. It

should bo "burnsldcs," not "side-
burns." Tho word comes from tho
name of that handsome nnd modest
Union General, Amiibosk E. Burn-s- i

pk, who wore 'cm. In the process
of evolution it loses its capital letter
and adopts a final "s," whiskers and
allied words often taking the plural
form. "Sideburns" are a Joke of the
period Just after the civil war; a
distortion of n dignified word.

If "sideburns" was the word Sir.
Hiunms might feel Justified In apply
Ing It, with a certain amount of
looseness, to various forms of tho
sldo whisker. But burnsldes arc not
mcro flanking whiskers, but a whole
system of beard. They includo not
only mutton chop brushes of consid-
erable luxuriance, but a mustacho
as well. There Is an unbroken hir-
sute line. If the owner of tho burn-side- s

Is not too bald, his face north
of the chin Is surrounded by n charm-
ing, If not charmed, circle of hair.

Burnsldcs nro not for the very
young. They requlro for their best
cultivation tlmo and care. The mus-

taches must tlow Into and be at one
with the mutton chop whiskers; there
must be no lino of demarcation. Tho
chin that gleams below must bo as
smooth as new asphalt pavement. No
pen can describe burnsldes ln their
perfect form. Tt Is a task for the
brush. If Mr. Hir.ntNS would know
them nt their lest he should seek a
good portrait of General Bcbkside.
If none is available n photograph of
tho Hon. William C. ItKDKiF.i.n will
help a lot.

Some Oilrkena That Are Getting
Home to Boost.

Senator Georok W. Nobris, who
will be a candidate before the Ne-

braska llepuhllcan primaries for nom-

ination to succeed himself In the
United States Senate, Is confronted
with a war record so far from meet-
ing recently established standards
that his supporters find themselves
thrust Into nn explanatory posture
far from satisfactory.

Mke GnoN.vA of North Dakota, Mr.
Nonurn followed I,A Folijitte to the
very threshold of that no man's land
in which Wisconsin's senior Senator
now finds himself quarantined In soli-

tary Isolation from his fellow mem-
bers of the Sennte. The pompadour
was his orlllamme. He voted against
arming the merchant ships. He voted
against the declaration of war. He
voted ngalnst the selective draft. He
voted against the war revenue bill.

Altogether n pretty shady record ;

as n record on which, under prc-'- M

conditions, to address an appeal for
the votes of real Americans, it Is far
from being nil that Mr. Norrik'r
friends might desire.

Nebraskn Is about as badly Ger-
man bedevilled as Is Wisconsin. It
Is one of those, states in which shifty,
time serving politicians have mi hmg
grovelled and wallowed In subservi-
ence to the Impudent demands of
racial conceit and racial arrogance
that they have fairly been taught to
stand up and boast their servitude
In tho halls of the national Legisla-
ture Itself whenever they henrd the
sound of their dachshund master's
voice, and thl often to the detriment
of the country, ami now even to Its
nctuat peril.

But there are signs of reaction. A

clean record of straight, unequivocal
loyalty to America and America's
purposes In the war, Irrespective of
the numbers and ossertlvencss of y

constituents. Is fast becoming
n sine qua non of political prefer-
ment, even In the German Infested
districts of the Middle West.

In the case of the Nebraska con-

test Ihe friends of Mr. Nonets are
clearly uneasy. The Nebraska Slnlr
Journal of Lincoln, which is support-
ing him, deplores the Injection of the
loyalty Issue In tho contest. On the
other hand, the Omahu JJre demnnds
It, saying:

"It la going-- to be Impossible for any
one who, on hla record, has bevn servi-
ng- the enda of the KaJaer to tickle

constituents to appeal success-
fully for the rotes of patriotic cltltens."

There Is in sight n wholesome and
long needed cleansing of the political
atmosphere; a cheering demonstra-
tion that even race dcninsogucry
chlckens get around home to roost
nt last.

Ground Glass.
All reports of the finding of glnns

lh food products should be received
with the greatest caution, and ehouhl
not be accepted unless they are fu.ly
auil olllclaliy confirmed. The probi-lillirio- s

an- - ftrong ngaint any such
outrage by German agents or by any-
body else.

Several alleged Instance of the In-

jection of glass In foodstuffs nnd con-

fectionery have been recorded In vatl-oil- s

parts of the country. Ono of
these, apparently thoroughly authei-tlcnlo-

caused nn official Investiga-
tion. The result of this Inquiry was
tiio establishment nf tho fact thnt tho
upectetl substance was entirely free

from any deleterious matter what-
ever, and was thoroughly wholesome
In every respect.

A plot to introduce poison Into the
food of any considerable number of
persons would require the cooperation
of ty many Individual that it would
be sure to e discovered before It
could become operative.

The act of a maniac might conceiv-
ably caue suffering, jierlinp serious
Illness, to one or two or a few per-
sons, hut such acts are a common haz-
ard of life to which we are exposed
in time of peace at least as much ns
in time of war.

But any organized plot to poison
the population Is not lo he deduced
from the presence of pari Ides of glass
In the wrapper of n few loaves of
bread, and sensible folk, secure In the
knowledge that they deal with repu- -

table tradesmen, will not bo alarmed
by such an Incident.

A Jean Crones docs not await the
beginning of hostilities between na-

tions to attempt assassination

The Becapture of Odessa.
A despatch fro'm Moscow yesterday

announces tho recapture of Odessa by
a force composed of Ukrainian and
Bolshevik troops tinder the authority
of tho Soviet. Tho recovery of this
Important Black Sea city marks Hho
first decided stand of tho Bolshcvtkl
after the Soviet's determination to
reorganize tho Itusslan army, and It
discloses a break that haa been pend-

ing between tho Central Towers and
Ukrulne, which they belloved they had
successfully established as a subsrvi-cn- t

vassal state,
Tho Ukrainian forces engaged were

recruited from that portion of tho
population who had from the first op-

posed tho treaty with Germany. This
pact was entered Into by a faction
which bad come under German Influ-

ences and which by establishing a
Government and Parliament at Kiev
had set Htsclf up as the representative
power of the new nation. Backed by
Gernmu anus and supplies It had
managed to sustain Itself and enforce
the provisions of the treaty.

The relielllon against the German
control begun when the Central Bov-
vers attempted to enforce their de-

mands for Ukrainian wheat. Not con-

tent with tho nllowance that Ukrnl-nl- a

bad granted Germany Insisted
upon eighty-fiv- e per cent, of nil the
wheat nnd a heavy percentage of
other foodstuffs. These exactions
led to the overthrow of the n

faction nnd to a more definite
understanding with the. Soviet at
Moscow than had ever before existed.
From their mutual mistrust of the
Central Powers evidently resulted
the present combination to oppose tho
Germnn attempt to seize the whole
of southern Bussla.

That this united force of Ukraini-
ans nnd Bolshcvlkl has taken advan-
tage of Ihe German concentration on
the west front to recover their lost
territory Is not unlikely. There is no
report of tho size of the force that the
Central Powers had at Odessa other
than tho announcement made on
March 1", at the time of Its occupa-

tion, that sufficient troops were left
to garrison the place. The despatch,
however. Is to the effect that the
city was retaken only nfler severe
fighting. It also says that the Itus-

slan Black Sea licet cooperated with
the land forces In the attack. This
indicates that this tleet. the fate of
which was uncertain at the time of
the German occupation of Odessa, did
not fall to the captors.

Odessa Is the most Important port
in southern ltussla and the greatest
nnval base on the Black Sea. Its
possession means practically the con-

trol of this sea. So important was
it to the German eastern plans that
at the time of its occupation Berlin
announced a "direct free route to
Persia and Turkestan." The perma-
nent loss of this city means the In-

security of this boasted highway to
Central Asia and Indlo. It may
mean, too, that the reslstnnce of Bus-
sla will develop Into something more
than that "absolute Insignificance"
which Berlin had recently so conf-
idently announced.

Prediction that the peach crop
throughout New England would be a
failure, bvciuso of the long and un-

usually severe winter, was marie to-d-

by HowAr.ii V. Gilmoue, a peach groner,
whose orchard contains about S.aoo
trees. Despatch fror IVcafboro, Mass.

New England scores on Delaware by
sending tho news of the failure of the
peach crop first, when will Georgia
report on its great orchards?

College nihlelc" wanted In France ns
physical directors for the troops.
Xritspaprr headline.

Are there no men nrsw ln tho ser-
vice capable of training their comrades
In athletics?

Colonel KoctfEVKLT started yesterday
for Maine, where ho will deliver an
address to tho Republicans at Port-
land. HU fellow countrymen wrl.
come this convlncInK evidence of his
restoration to health, and unanimously
hope that tho vigor of his body has
been restored after his recent illness
until It Is equal to the disinterested
and unseltlsh vigor of his mind.

The Incarceration of Dr. Kaiii, Miti,
conductor of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra, involves social upheavals In
Boston that those unfamiliar with tho
classic capital of Massachusetts cannot
understand. There will bo a row in
tho Huh worth watching.

In th" Scnutn on Tuesday Senator
Ovep.mvn sought to rebuke Senator
PoiNPKNTEn by taylng:

'The Scnutor Is taking thin oppor-
tunity when, I say, e aro In great ills,
trcsa to discourage the American people
ulicn we need to bo cuthiured InMcad of
disheartened."

Ilix's Senator overman really bcllevn
It n good policy to conceal from u man
suffering; from headache that ho has a
serious wouni In hla leg which nerds
immediate attention?

The fabricated hull of nn S.sun ton
steel hhlp built tor the. Cnlted States
Government was launched at a Pa-rlf-

port yeslenlai. just slxty-tw- o

days after the laying at the keel, a
record for this typo of ship building,
sixty-seve- n days having been the
previous record; and while wo regret
that the record has passed to the
Western coast, we are so glad to get
nnotber ship that we have no room
In our hearts for repining.

Victory has been won, but nobody
can sm what will result from It
Qrarml von LrusNi'onrr.

Manifest:.,, a fioir, tho well
known military observer Old Kaspau.

Mlnslrrl Testimony at First Hand.
To tiik KniTon ok The Sun .Sir.- - Mr.

Seymour forgot to mention Ilooley's and
Kmerron i Mcgatherlau MlnetrcH, sixty
lo number, who opened at Hooley'tt
Theatre, learhotn street, Chicago, 111.,

Juno 23. 1S7!. I was a member of tne
company at thu tlmu niontloneil.

Major Ul-rk-
,

New Toiik, March '.'7.

ABUSE OF ARMY MEN.

A Tele rail at ike Border Applanos tho
New Larr.Ja Texas.

To tub Editor or Tin Bun Sr; It
Is a far cry from Printing House Squaro
lo Loneeomehurr,t-on-the-Borde- r, but not
so far aa Over Thero. nor yet so far
but that a Sun reader may keep up Ms
liberal education through a dally perusal
ef your inestimable editorial page. As
on who, like Otaelto, "has dona the
Stats some service," and who now, "In
tho sera and yellow leaf," is still doing
hla bit to far aa regulatlona or customs
of th aervlc will admit, let mo say
that It waa most gratifying to ma to
read Major Laurence's reply to "Ob-

server" In your edition of March 8.
To my thinking, and that of others to
whose attention I have brought that
edition of The Sun, the Major has
placed "Observer" in the category which
was created by th lata Major-Oener- al

Punston of blessed mmory when, dur-
ing th Mexican border troubles of 1916,
he wired th Adjutant-Oenera- l of the
army that tittle clastic which read :

I wlah to call attention of tha War De-

partment to tha carnival of Irlnf being
Indulged In by many of tha correapond-ent- a

who accompanied the State troops
to the border. 1 har never en or heard
ef anything that approach It for aheer
maliciousness and hamlsnes.

I note that In his reply to "Observer"
Major Laurence took occasion to say:

Som day th history ef sh.t th off-

icers In th quartermaster. Ordnance nnd
other sUfT department ct th army have
dono Is going to b written, and notwllh-tamlln- c

any dttaeta that may ba justly
charted, th record when It I written w 111

leave no room In popillar estimation for
the oulctvlni of such mind as "pberr-er'- a'

or any ot his class.
I have in my collection of muckrake

Junk a copy of a story written hero In
1J1B, and published In a Journal of wldo
circulation, which was In defence of
the staff departments at a time when
the reckles writers referred to by
the late General Funston wero running
amuck with their vitriolic pens, and In
which story, widely circulated and fa-

vorably noted by the Literary Digest, tho
Army and .Vat-- j Journal and other high
cl3s reviews. Its writer gave his views
as to tho negligible value of m

praise bestowed upon staff officers
for faithfully performing their duties. In
these words :

Over tha entrance to tha building shonn
In th picture accompanying this article
may be noticed a sign bearing the legend
"i:i Taso Depot of th Quartermaster
Corps." At both end of tha slsn them
Is painted th Insignia of that corpe. a

ort of heraldic device cnnslstlnc f a
steering nheel over which has been placed
a crested sword nd key, the who! belrs
surmounted by an eaglo "rampant." To
th Initiated this device doubtless has Its
Import; to the civilian layman It convey
about as much meaning a would a Cardi-

nal's berretla to the mind of a Hottentot.
Trnm where th rltr Is now bjrnlng
mldnlKht ell while hammering thene word
out of a nrlllnE machine he can see ever
the Intervening housetop this Quarter-mnM.- r

liepol ablate wllli Wghts and
rroups of men engaged ln the work of
setting ,Jl supplies to the troops en th
b"Mr. th men so engaged belnc of
course, under the direction nf officers of
the Quartermaster Corp. Some day. In
one ot the volume or official report which
ftr htng printed are to repo In undis-

turbed decorum upon the shelves of pub-
lic libraries there may prch.inr to a
letnpllmentary reference ti the zeal, patri-
otism and fideli'y of iis nnicM Apart
l"ini that, their reward Iks perforce In
"th dar dellyht f duty don-,- " for en
thing Is certain, they mp'.n nn pres
agent, nd will be about ss mtirh sur-
prised lo find themselve th subjt of
this extended notice aa Its "author" was
to And that h "had It In htm'' to write,
It. Some of these officers have been on
duty continuously, without regard to offlc
hours or holidays, dally and Sunday, until
far Into the night, ever slnc th Villa
raid on Co'.umbus. Thla being so. th

of things would era to suggest th
oMI'eratlnr of the heraldic device en the
sign Just referred to and the adoption In
Its stead of eomeihlnc more rr!an sny,
for example, an open e. surmcunted by
the motto "We never sleep. '

Afir! this being io. how much moro
urgent reason is there that the public
mind be kept clear now as to the na
ture and extent and Incalculable value
of the service? of the staff department",
and not allowed to become poisoned by
the stuff which, as Major Laurence so
aptly phrases It, theec fellows "sit back
and spit at the men who arc bearing
their burdens for them"! Grant me yet
1 mite more of jour valuable spice for
one more quotation from the story Just
referred to which Is in these words:

And In this connection the writer re-

calls now, as pirt of the camp life of
ISM, acelng offender tied up by th
thumbs, others made to walk up and down
the company streets carolng on their
shoulders logs about the size and weight
of railroad tie and perspiring to beat
the bind, and still others degraded and
"drummed out" of the eervtre behind a
drum and flf corps playing "The Rogue's
March," forms of punishment which have
unfortunately fallen Into Innocuous desue-
tude, else they might now be effectively
Invoked against these malevolent, mala-
droit, malingering, muckraking mollycod-
dles.

The log and "The Ttoguc's March''
out of decent companionship for "Ob-

server" and all of his jellow ilk' If
he were in Texas, where the i.egisa.
tore now in session has Jut d a
law making It a felony to speak

of the army and navv or of the
conduct of the war. It would be a con-

vict farm and road building for him.
El Taso, Tex., March CO. C. N. It.

TRADE BRIEFS.

Iletrl' tlons plared on the Importation
Into CannK of Hawaiian fruit have been
removed, Krult anil vegetables certlilel
fre from Infection will now bo admitted.
In 1312 th" Importation of all unr.mned
fruit from th Itw-alla- i Islands was pro.
hlblted as a means of preientini; plant
diseases.

Kxperlmenta are being made in Mexico
to determine tha commercial valuo of
"pochote," a veRotible wool fibre. . Th
fi,-(- i can h utilized for filling mattrf'i
snd pillows and the ecds of the plant
from which the fibr Is made can b
roasted and eaten or ran.be innde to tte.
an etl similar to that extracted from cot.
ton seed. Samples of the flh'c iao boil
rerAji.! at the I'orelgn and Domeetle
fnmmerec llureau, this cltj. where they
trmv be examined by reference to file No.
sis:;

Manufacturer of Portland cement are
asked to rommunlmt with a Cuban
concern.

Marine varnish Is needed in France.
Tuye, advertising and hardware novel-ti-

tidiet articles, ccl cats, rmia'ral In.
ttrumrnta uud st) logr.tphic supplies am
wanted In Australia.

Htandardlied shoes will he. minufnc
lured under the supervision of tho s'wl
military authorities and sold by retailers
at regulated prices T10 etjl uf fot.
wear can b purvhaeed at prices ranging
from 13,10 to IT a pair.

A substitute for animal wool, known
ni "nrlllana," Is being mmlo In Mexico,
nt a rust of about 15. 50 a ton. The scll-In-

price of this substitute, which In Its
tmlhed form will contain i proportion ef
ri nulne wool, will be much less than the
(nut of puto e.oolten yarn.

There Is a market In ltal for baby
larrlages.

SM . h a m i - I
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ATHENS, NOT SPARTA.

Tho Flaee In History to Look for
Genuine Coaragw.

To rn Editob or Tng 8un Sir: Mr.
Hodglns when ho says wo don't want
any "Spartan spirit" in thla country
Is right. I have often thought of
Sparta. In connection with th war. Th
career of Sparta Is one of the most In-

structive chapter In history. Th
Spartans wcro th Prussians of thslr
time. They were not beasts, like the
Prussians, and they knew nothing of
Kuitur. But In other respects th com-

parison may bo made. Their policy
was a coldly calculating selfishness,
based upon an Iron militarism. Tho
tosult tru utter barrenness. There was
nothing that was fruitful or spermatic
In their polity. They have left to th
world nothing but a repellent namo,
whereas the genius of Athens has en-

riched all time. Not only has Athens
left to humanity an Imperishable heri-
tage ot things of th mind. It waa
Athens that saved Kuropo from the
Persians. Sparta was obpent from
Marathon and Salamle.

There Is no more splendid page In
history than AthenH's deflanco of Persia,
Persia waa tho Homo ot that time and
ruled the world from India to tho
Danube. Qreeco was too small to b
noticed In tho great campaigns of
Cyrus. But when the rest of tho world
had been overrun and plundered ho
turned his attention to Greece. II
died about this time, but his policy was
continued under his successors. When
tho Persian ambassadors were acnt to
tlrcccu to demand earth and water ln
token of submission the Greek slates
vvoro terrified, as they well might be.
The world was protrato at the feet cf
Persia. To resist her seemed madness.
As the nmhaseadors passed on their
way the Greek states yielded. But
when they arrived In Attica with their
demand for earth and water they were
thrown Into a ditch and told to take
all they wanted.

l"or (iircco to stand out against
Persia was like Bclglufn tdanding out
against Germany, only It was a mors
desperate thing. Behind Belgium wer
Kngland, Franca Busela. Behind
Greece was nothing. But Greece did
not stand out-- Athens alone, smaller
than an American county, made th
stand, She tried to rouse the other

(Greek states, but they were too timid
j to respond. Bcally thcro is nothing; in
I history comparable lo the stand of
Athens. Alone, or almost alone, she
had sent succort and encouragement
to tho Asiatic Greeks. As wn see It
now her stand was not the senseless,
foolhardy thing It eecmed, but one of
the most daring and splendid strokes of
political genius the world has ever
known. It was not only this, It was a
great heroism. But over and above this
It was a noble and generous deed. Noth-
ing in history excels It.

Where was Sparta' Of all the states
of Greece she, apparently, was the
one to front tho Persian onrush As
there Is nothing greater In history thsn
Ihe past of Athens In thla world crisis,
there Is hardly anything In history more
bac and contemptible than the part
of Sparta. She promised succors but
did not send them. She was playing a
double game, ready to trick friend or
foe. Tiki cowardly to take a rtand, nh
vv.vh utte:! incapable nf any views that

f bit ge, ger., reus or patriotic.
she made paltry excuses snd

Maril away. When the Persians came,
the Athenians, abandoned by the other
Greeks, drew- - out upon the Plain of
Marathon to me. them. Their array

, was pitiful in numbers but not In genius
and spirit. One of the great captains
of all time was with them. As th
force wero about to engage occurred
one of thofrc episodes that keep th
page of history alive and have power
to thrill after a thousand yrais. A
httlo bajid nf armc--1 men vh n-e-

It was the entire military
fi-c- e of riata-a- , coming lo tender aid.
Athens tiad once befriended them
ncainst tho Thebans and they had not
fot gotten. They wcro four hundred men
in all. Plat.-ea'- s name stands high on
the scroll of fame, not only for thla
exploit but for the Platn?ans' part In tho
battle that takes Its name from them.

Athens beat the Persians, and the
mouml ere ted at Marathon to com-
memorate the event may still be seen.
Sparta had no part In it. Rallied and
htiTlliated, thu Persians went home, but
on!) to prepare for a descent In greater
force. The second net of tho drama
was the sea tight of Salamls. Asain
Athens had tlu- - heroic role. The oracle
pronounced thnt her safety wns in hnr
wooden walls, that is, her ships. The
city was abandoned and given up to
destruction. Tho fight was fought and
won, a fid again Sparta waa absent. The
same cowardly duplicity, the same nar-
row, calculating selflshnoss controlled
her policy.

At P..it,ea Perla waa finally beaten,
H this time the Greek states had
PhKl.i'd up courage and Sparta eama In
and il.tvi her part Title, is the story
,ti outline. In It th" harness of Sparta
h.ib hardly been lndiiatci. Sho not
only lefused to help but tried to betray
Athene. The whole btory should be
lead, opccl.illy at this time. It contains
lossot s. Attempts have been made to
exalt tho Spartans, and they did good
work at tho end. But It Is begin-
ning that count. K.xcept for some
lighting at Plata:.!, after tho Persians
had been beaten twice and the terror
ard prestige of their namo was gone,
Sp.irta did nothing. As a whole Sp.irtu'a
part in the war Is one ot tho most
shameful chapters ot bistort,

Sparta is the type of a militaristic
slate anil her history is a lev-so- lo
markiad. c a. UonNon,

(it'Tlttm., Okla., March 21.

A Way to Make the "Foreign Vote"
Harmless.

To tiik BoiTon or Tm Scv Sir: I

I.avn read with serious Interest thn edi-

torial article In The STn of March ;"J
entitled "Whit Has M ido the 'iMire-Ig-

Vol"' Pow ct fid?"
Vs : member nf tlio New York bar

1 Migcost tho following as a solution of
thta problem, namely ; Amend tho iron-.- t

It nt tent mi that In tho event of war the
votes of naturalized persons formerly
(ubjcef.s of the nation with which wo arc
engaged in meirtiil conflKt may bn sus-
pended during the duration of the war.

Thl.e would prevent t lie embarrassment
that public ollielals nro liborlng under

y and would work no muleilnl hard-
ship on nil body. We would be crrtntn
then of the country's votn being Amer- -
i. '.in through and tluoush, and not a etab
in the back In the privacy of tho polling
booth of Ihoeo who, Inspired by patriotic
motives, arc true to t heir public truat,

J. U, WlMCINHON.
Nrw York, March 27,

Cnu-klln- llreail,
Trsit fie ittanti Conttilution,

W HI) notion' els" em t ,ie (able spread,
I in nt .hum.) with crackling bread!
(Illume that, and don't say "When,"
1 11 siay long, ana com againi

THE MASTERY OF THE AIR AND
PROBLEMS IT PRESENTS.

French and Italian Expert Opinion Concerning Superiority in the I'rodur
tlon of and Motors.

The publication or tho reports con
cerning tho slowness of aircraft con-

struction has probably dono no harm,
but It haa an Important drawback. To
tho aeroplane manufacturer hasto Is a
danger. Though it would bo too much
to say of tho present programme that
It has proceeded with duo speed, the
thoughtful man Is bound to usk him-
self what ndvantago con bo mado out
of deliberation and care. It Is a. prac-
tical question, because the aeroplane)
ia a novelty. In its earliest stages it
stood revealed as very Imperfect. At
present, such are tho advances In con-
struction, it is described by tt wrl tor
In the Itcvuc dea Deux Monties as
"magical," borrowing Captain Ciuync-mer- 's

phrase. This magic is tho result
of constant change, of intense stud)
and Invention.

Kor theso reasons it Is of tho utmost
Importanco that tho working out of
tho model should bo uccumto in de-
tail. The best opinion yet published
In Europe is that tho plans ot tho
United States were, If unythlng, too
sudden. To some of tho French nnd
Italian experts, who have closely fol-
lowed tho situation here. It Is a Httlo
doubtful whether tho manufacturer
can keep the dully improvements in
mind If ho is forced to mako his out-
put a marvel of speed. Thcro Is a very
largo Held of operation for experiment
nnd invention. H Is truo that speed
Is a vital consideration. But whllo ad-
mitting tho necessity for speed, forelKn
observers struck a note of warning In
regard to neglecting originality.

It Is clear from tho reminiscences of
Captain Guynemer, which arc now be-

ing published, that the construction of
an aeroplane Is a matter of dally, even
hourly, preoccupation. Tho aviator,
that is If ha Is In tho class of Captain
Guynemer and Captain Duchcnne, Is
a technician, working industriously
with tho manufacturer in thu shop.
Perhaps the ynchUman who watches
the building of his yacht, and even has
something to do with Its design, is the
closest parallel. Tho most successful
aviator has at bin command all tho
devices of the t,hopp, nil those mag-
nificent tricks of the trado which make
his achievements ono of the marvels of
the age. Tho public might miss this
vital point. The test of tho aviator Is
his technique. If ho knows how to

G. L. FOX'S "RICHELIEU."

Llllle Eldrldre Was Julie" and Fox
Himself the "Cardinal."

To THE Editor or Tiik iJUN Sir- - Mr
Srxmour has asked for the namo of the
.fi.'Ile In Georgo B. Fox's production of
the burlesijuo em "lllchclteu." Ulllu e,

(laughter of "Aunt" Iu!sa e,

was the lady who played thnt
part Tho burlesque was written by
Schonberg and T. U. do Wnlden and was
ailed "(I. I.. lllchclteu." Fox's charac-

ter was G It. Anmiiiit Ktntn 1'ni-- s

( HirhrlicH). Edward Coleman played
the Secretary of Hades ( laioius i. Mr.
Sej mour nlso nsk.i about Bent's Circus
in Bast Fourteenth street. Does any one
re'call that place as late as 1 STC ? A

favorite etunt ef the rlnz maeter. the
embodiment of manly beautx to the
childish eye, was to call for a boy from
tho audience whllo exhibiting a dwarf
tor was it a midget?) named either Ad-

miral Dot or Commodore Nut The. boy
beirg asked his age (say nine veirs).
the dwarf, who would stand beside the
bey In the middle of the ring, would
swell up Immeasurably ar.d say In his
squeakiest tones, "Look nt him." point-tu- g

to the half frightened kid, "bo's only
9 and I am 21 ' I learn that P. T.
Barnum bought out Mr. Ient and opened
there November IS, 1ST2, but whether
retaining the old name or the name of
tne famous showman I've been unable
to learn. The circus was destroyed by
tire December 21. 1ST2. and all tho ani-

mals perished.
Frank Dumont ment'nns l.ew Benedict,

thn once famous niinirel. as now tenriin
oe,oi at the Umpire Theatre in Albany
U this Is the well know it l.ew, he Is now
79 jears old, as, according to A ton
llrown, Lew vv.it. born m Bufialo De-

cember ". - ' B .lAM.
New York, March 17.

THE CHILD'S VOCABULARY.

The Teachers Are Handicapped By

the Cast Iron Course.

To tub Editor or Tiik Sc.x-- .Sir: With
reference to ' 1. A I' -" letter of
March 9 T wish t'i stale that the
teachers of this city ate fully aware
of tho fact that the average child
graduate from w th ,i slm. kingly
scanty vooal)ii'..i'- - Pupils can spell cor-

rectly long lists of woids whic'.i they
cannot use. and misspell simple woids
which they uo constantly. Wh is this?

The prescribed course nf .Mud.v calls
for nt least "oil worda from the child's
v ocabular.v . vet in man schools tiMchcrs
aro supplied with lists mill. lining nearly

0O words to be taught, and of these
thrro are at least ;ilu words wlmli the
majority of tin il.ildieu have never even
heard. T'.e scho.d term averages' tlv (

motithf. The time allotted tn spelling
li twenty niinntis dail. In Una i.hm t

time It Is Impossible tn tc-v- the spell-lu- g

of (inn word", and aba to cover the
amount of praeti. e ne 'o Intm-duc- o

:00 e.f these Into toe child's
vocabulary Heading, fiotn which a c'Uld
should enrl'-- Ins vocabulary, is allowed
forty minutes weekly

"O. A. C " says: "Never is a rule of
grammar elueid ited by tl.e teacher '

Such a swieplng and unprovable Ft.ile-mc-

need.- - no comment Wc te.nheis
know that the , hild who ren-ivc- ion
per cent, . i gi'ainni.ii riuistaml.v k.ijs
"I ain't got none,'' ,c.e . but ve als i

know that we must cover thn prescribed
courso of sillily, vvhleli inlN fn- - the
learning of uumeruu.s difllcull gram-
matical i v' Sirui tinti-- . whirh will be
used only by the i add who studies a
foreign language in high school.

We also ki that we are
to give 20(1 minutes a week to the Folu-tlo- n

of Impractical problems in arith-
metic which the ihlld will never use
There nie other Inslances tn
wlih li there is mi at educational waste,
but the" ouuini ra lion of these would

too much space.
1 hope I have been able to give "n.

A. l" a glimpse of tho teaelier's view-

point. A Tii.veitrn.
.lKnsKT City, March 27.

A Hundred Venrs Old nnd Ni, slacker.
Vina Sr 'Si'icrfiiiii Pirn.

Mrs. fiirah M' It, h reinnt or tiie
Neltsvllle o ni ' has Just celebrated rr
looth blrtlulu) by kn'ttlns fur the Ited
(Toss.

THE

Aeroplanes

mako a machine, and tills is knowledge,
thnt can be taught, ho caji always cap.
turo tho air.

The training und education of avia-tor- s

Is therefore an all Important ele-

ment of success. Homo writers believe
that it has been noglocted. It iUm 11(it
loom so largo Ih tho public e.vo as thn
written programme of uoroplatie, ion
struction. There Is u facllo kind (if
reasoning which supposes thst appro-
priations of millions will solvu tho
probloms of supremacy In tho air, und
that deliveries of machines will bq a
matter of course. This iittitinlo takes
no account of improvements, tho in
ventlon of designs and equipment ant
the technical training ot the airman
This training Is uu affair of science
The opinion of nn Engilsh writer lllus-trate- s

tho point. Ho riys: "The mas-
tery of tho world defends, it is clear,
largely on a knowledge of eclctice.
Nover was thero u greater object les-

son In regard to this than tho present
war. Perhaps tho most conspicuous
example is to bo seen In tho air. The
war has forced men with feverish haste
to learn Its laws and to develop ma-
chinery for dealing: with them. U Is
applied and technical nclcnco that is
needed." Further experience has onl.v
conllrmed what has been said aa to
tho Importance of gradual evolution In
aeroplane construction,

A.s regards manufacture efficiency of
production Is tho prime consideration
For this It Is necessary to havo coop
cratlon and agreement with labor and
an Increasingly high btandard of tech
nlcal training. These things are obv-
iously a work tvf time. Experts do not
seem to lie. so much Impressed by pes-

simistic reports aa tho public Is. The
thing which matters Is that the supe-

riority In conutnictlon Is attained, This
is tho sldo which thu Germans have
endeavored to study. They have been
careful to Introduce Into tho training
of aviators a crop of new Ideas. Thej
probably havo the advantage here, and
tho success In combat of tho Alllr-- s l

proof of tho nerve and skill of the
French, British and American aces.

If new and better machines can b"
supplied with speed and facility, 1'

seems certain that tho mastery of tin
air will soon bo won by tho Allies. Uu

"In striving for this object It ccrtalnlj
icpms oiivlsablo not to lose sight uf
tho main point, progress, and tho evo-

lution of new jnachlncs.

1 RESULTS OF TOP PRICES.

Shorter Hours In Shops, Less Prodor.
tlon on Farms.

To tub Editor, or Tim Sun Str II

tt not been plainly shown that the
crease of the laborer's wages de.ca et
Increase the output, but, tn the enr
Irary. as In the Ohio coal mines tl- -

miners can earn enough In two-thir-

time so that they don't care to work
lull day?

Tho same principle applies to tl--

farmer. If he can make as much
one bushel of wheat at $2 50 v

isn't going to ralso two bnshels at Jl .

"oil. we don't havo to raise so mur
crJln now as wo did. We get moi

for It."
Has It not been well proved faat ths'

la the result of overpay? Couldn't ;o
put some brains Into something some
where around Congress?

Locis II Port.
Washinottin, D C , March 27

WOOL.

It la an Essential All Bural Dwellers

Might Crow.
To the Epnor or The scn etr

there going to be a wool famine ' It
up to the people all over the country t

begin at once tho raising of sheep W
1st for clothing what wheat is for foot
It Is tins chief material at presen' tha
furnishes rjothe.i for our soiillor.i, an''
Us production m one of the mport'
and urgent things tint nine! be dm-t-

Ii5lp t'nele Sam vein his log He:'
Wool Ls tae greatest loon the we-'- ,,

has received from tho anlma klngde-Th- o

frhcep iKjth i lothes and feeds ma'
kind. But people seldom reabz- - '

what extent they ro Indebted to
for their most rubstanti V r"

sonnl comfotts and necessaries
Balsing small flocks of sheep !

light and profitahlo occupation "- -'

every one who owns a patch of grour'
can be enriched by planing two m th-- f
sheep In the patch. And whero the!
is wornout or waste land the shiep !'

reclaim, fertilize and enrich the r
and present a handsome fleece t t1"

farmer If the flock !s managed
l itelllcenre and caie.

Women nnd youmotri and ""'

whose nge relieves them fm- e,
work could engage in rat .

with profit.
The. American mer.no sheep is .or.!-or-

ftuperior to an) other breed we
growing qualities While the r" "
is th" strongest of all wikI Ot
fibres of flue wool on the k ' ' ''
pure merino sheep numb r f 11

tho s.U.iro inch, and it is sa d Cat
the icmoto crews of tie pure bin n o
Ino tho number of fibres is i rei''
diminished,

generation ago the '
in the world approximated
"f three the L'nitcil SDtis hi,.,to 'take a solid column, e'j.-!- .' '
to reach from New York tn s.i a

clscn.
The profits of sheep .uh.im - "be

tho business H prnpe rl cmd i'- 'd n

far In excess of .uiy pi In r pi '
dti'cd on the farm, and o agei- - '.
rh nap and effect 1vm for
lands as a floi k of sheep

lu tho I'nlteil States- th, -

101 of tie res nf pisturi l.. 1

timllen by tho sheep t "g e ' '
whero green blades n 'ght -

Into warm deeres People '

upon this, potential wra th n'.l
country and enrich

The rapidity with v Vh "

crcaso under favnral.H
found In the South, Is .isinnn .
of very small me u s who .

this Industry and pursue t

with diligence nnd Intelllge-imssespo-

of wealth l.i the .,
fen .vears. In southern !

can be raised at a est
cents a head a vo.ir

Tho dog ileitriinent ou'.J "
overcome It Is simpiv a ,. '

which shall bo evict mln.i'. d, '

ediup or th weuthles elo- -

M 1. ' '

New York. Mare'i .'1

An s O ( a run. I p

Tresi ihf 1itn 'e
Where Is ' a' mnos e

Usle? He io needed


